
and orderly schools. Despite increased attention in recent years to more rigorous standards for evidence-based practice, local leaders and school practitioners often rely on personal beliefs and anecdotal evidence when selecting interventions. Simplistic solu-tions such as zero-tolerance policies, although emotionally appealing, have done little to ameliorate school safety threats and can actually increase student misbehavior and dropout rates, as concluded by the American Psychological Association’s Zero Tolerance Task Force.

Although academic research has only recently focused squarely 

on school safety as an important educational goal, in this special issue we argue that there is sufficient knowledge to pursue an evidence-based approach to school safety and to reject a number of ineffective and sometimes misguided practices that continue to be widely used in American schools. Among these practices are the reliance on zero-tolerance policies, the emphasis on school security measures over prevention programs, and the neglect of bullying as a serious problem.

In addressing basic issues in school safety, the authors of this 

special issue of Educational Researcher (ER) examine the empirical 
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